Réamhra

Mar Chathaoirleach ar Chombhairle Ceantair an Idir, Mharn agus an
Dtin, is ondir agus pléisiar é éachtai Bhunscoil an Idir a cheiliaradh
san iris iontach seo.

Breis is triocha bliain 6 shin, bhi gripa tuismitheoiri ditiala meaite ar
bhunoideachas tri mhean na Gaeilge a chur ar féil da gcuid paisti.
Spreagtha ag rathalacht Bhunscoil Bhothar Seoighe i mBéal Feirste,
agus le tacaiocht 6n chéad Oifigeach Gaeilge de chuid Chombhairle
Ceantair an Itir agus Mhurn, d’éirigh le pobal Gaeilge an cheantair an
beart seo a chur i gcrich. Ni fhéadfai é seo a bhaint amach gan tacaiocht
6 mhoérphobal an Idir agus Mharn agus na baill tofa mar a bhi ann ag
an am sin.

Nios m6 na triocha bliain ina dhiaidh sin, i gComhairle Ceantair an
Iair, Mharn agus an Dain mar atd anois ann, ta ceithre bhunscoil Ghaeilge eile againn: Gaelscoil
Phédraig Naofa i gCrois Mhic Lionnain, Gaelscoil na mBeann i gCill Chaoil, Bunscoil Bheanna Boirche
i gCaislean Uidhilin, chomh maith le Bunscoil Mhuire agus Phadraig i nDtn Phadraig. Ta lachair
orainn freisin aonad l4n-Ghaeilge a bheith in Ardscoil Naomh Mhaolmhaodhég i gCaislean Uidhilin.

Agus tacaiocht 4 tairiscint ag an Chomhairle do Bhunscoil an Itir, réitigh si an bealach i dtreo thorbairt
na Gaelscolaiochta inbhuanaithe sa cheantar. Ni mor dom tréasla le foireann, le bainistiocht na scoile
agus le tuismitheoiri Bhunscoil an Idir as an tacaiocht leantnach a thugann siad don Ghaelscolaiocht,
mar is é tiomantas phobal na scoile a chothaionn an earnail agus a chuidionn leis na pdisti rath a chur
ina dtimpeallacht oideachais. T4 na daltai, an thoireann agus na tuismitheoiri faoi lathair ag réiteach an
bhealaigh don chéad ghltin eile de Ghaeil an Cheantair. I bhfocail An Phiarsaigh, “Tir gan Teanga, Tir
gan Anam’.

As Chairperson of Newry, Mourne and Down District Council, it is an honour and a pleasure to see the
achievements of Bunscoil an Liiir celebrated in this fantastic magazine.

More than thirty years ago, a group of local parents were determined to provide Irish medium primary education
for their children. Inspired by the success of Bunscoil Bhothar Seoighe in Belfast and supported by Newry and
Mourne District Council’s first Irish Language Officer, the Irish-language community of the area achieved this
very aim. This could not have been accomplished without the support of the wider Newry and Mourne
community and the elected members at that time.

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council Area now, over thirty years later, is home to a further four Irish
medium primary schools: Gaelscoil Phidraig Naofa in Crossmaglen, Gaelscoil na mBeann in Kilkeel, Bunscoil
Bheanna Boirche in Castlewellan, as well as Bunscoil Mhuire agus Phidraig in Downpatrick.

We also are delighted to have an Irish-medium unit in St. Malachy’s Post-Primary School in Castlewellan.

This Council, in offering support to Bunscoil an Iiiir, paved the way for the development of sustainable Irish-
medium education in the area. 1 must congratulate the staff, school management and parents of Bunscoil an Itiir
for their continued support of Irish-medium education, for it is the commitment of the school community that
sustains the sector and helps the children thrive in their educational environment. The current pupils, staff and
parents make the path smoother for the next generation of Gaels in the District. In the words of An Piarsach, “Tir
gan Teanga, Tir gan Anam’ which means, “A country without a language is a country without a soul’.

Councillor Michael Savage - Chairperson of Newry, Mourne and Down District Council



Fioraiodh an tairngreacht - bhailigh brobh beart go deimhin

Cad chuige ar thoilsigh muid an leabhran seo? Tar éis an tsaoil, nil iubhaile na cloch mhile eile ar diol
suntais é bainte amach ag Bunscoil an Itir i mbliana. Tharla afach, corradh le tri bliana 6 shin, gur
bhuail mé le baill Choiste na dTuisti (Naoimh agus Ruairf) agus chinn siadsan ar 6caid a redchtail san
INF ag an am chun Bunscoil /Naiscoil an Itir a cheiliaradh. Bhi sé de rtin acu 30 Bliain den Bhunscoil a
chomoradh. Gheall mé go gcuideoinn leo maidir le ctirsai poibliochta mar bhi sé i gceist acu iris bheag
a fhoilsiti. Cuireadh tas leis an ranst ‘s leis an tochailt le haghaidh grianghraf a bhain go hairithe le
tas-ré na scoile. Aniar aduaidh orainn a thainig Covid 19 agus b’éigean dtiinn gach rud a chur ar ceal.
Ach le déanai, sa doéigh is nach rachfadh ar saothar le sruth, ghlac Craobh an Iair de Chomhaltas Uladh
an caram orthu foilseachan da gcuid féin a eisitiint. Seo an toradh, lochtach is easnamhch is até sé.

Is rud simpli é an leabhran seo. Insionn na pictitir gnéithe de scéal na Bunscoile sna blianta tosaigh. Is
léir go bhfuil bearnai ann; ta na scortha den lucht tacaiochta nach bhfuil luaite n6 feicthe. Ach ta
blaiseadh ann den éacht a rinneadh i ndeireadh na 1980idi 4 thairiscint againn agus tuigeann gach
duine a bhiodh ann, go seasta n6 go sealadach, ionchur fiantach marthanach s’acu. Ta seoid
chultartha cruthaithe acu i lar an Idir agus thig leo bheith mértasach as a ngaisce ar son na Gaeilge.

Ta stil againn go mbainfidh na Priomhoidi agus na muinteoiri (iar- agus reatha), na feachtasoéiri, na
tuismitheiori ceannrédaiocha agus na chéad chéhoirt de dhaltai, sult as na pictitir. Ar bhealach, t&
focail iomarcach cé go bhfuil teistiméireachtai samplacha foilsithe againn. Chifear agus tuigfear
éagstlacht na n-imeachtai; raon na n-ag6idi; diongbhdilteacht na ndiograiseoiri deonacha (a bhformhor
nach raibh Gaeilge acu féin); na rioscai pearsanta a ghlac mainteoiri, iontaobhaithe agus gobharnéiri;
neamhshuim né naimhdeas an Stéit; agus an tdbhacht a bhaineann le fis, le dathracht agus go
speisialta le seasmhacht.

Is ctiis bhroid dainn a bhfuil bainte amach ag Gaeil an Itir. Ta iar-dhaltai 6ndr scoileanna aititila sna
poist is m6 gradam i saol na Gaeilge faoi lathair (Sean O Coinn, Foras na Gaeilge; Réamonn O Ciarain,
Gael-Linn; an Dr. Niall Comer agus an Dr. Padraig O Tiarnaigh, Conradh na Gaeilge); t4 tritir
Oifigeach ag obair in Aonad na Gaeilge sa Chombhairle; ta fostaiocht tri mhean na Gaeilge & crutha de
réir a chéile ag Gaelaras Mhic Ardghail agus leabharlann & tégail ann; ta ranganna a gcur ar fdil ag
Craobh an Itir gan bhriseadh 6 1897. Biodh sin mar at4, is i Bunscoil an Itir an tseoid is luachmaire
inar gcoréin. Scriobh Alan Titley trath gurb i ‘an Ghaeilge an rud is Eireannai dinn d4 bhfuil ann” agus
t4 Bunscoil an Idir ag cinntid, scoilbhliain i ndiaidh scoilbhliana, glain i ndiaidh glaine, go n-
athfhréamhofar an Ghaeilge luachmbhar seo in ithir an Iair. Céad bliain 6 shin thuig lucht taighde agus
Conraitheoiri go raibh an Ghaeilge ag fail bhais in Oméith agus i ndeisceart Ard Mhacha agus rinne
siad iarracht d’aon ghné an oidhreacht leathbheo seo a thaifeadadh agus a chur ar par do na gltnta a
thiocfadh ina ndiaidh. T4 sé mar dhualgas orainne, creidim, taifead a choinnedilt agus a fhoilsit ar
athbheochan na Gaeilge sna bélai seo. Is chuige sin ata “O Shiol go Blath”. Ag tarraingt ar 40 bliain 6
shin, d’thoilsigh muid an chéad eagran tanai de “Cuisle na nGael” agus is cuimhin liom teideal an
eagarfhocail a scriobhadh ag an am, “Bailionn brobh beart”. Fioraiodh é sin. Agus bailionn beart neart.
Ta obair f6s idir lamha - suiomh nua don Bhunscoil agus an mérathrt is mé tionchar agus tairbhe -
sruth Gaeilge a bhunt i meanscoil loganta. Nil ach Priomhoide misnitil fadcheannach de dhith...

Séamus Mac Dhaibhéid Oiche Chulttir 23 Méan Fémhair 2022
(We wish to express our gratitude to Tom and Marie Mc Keown, formerly Clanrye Press, who have supported

Craobh an Iuiir projects over many years and especially our occasional publishing ventures.
Ma td si i gclo seans go mairfidh si go deo).




Buiochas

Is iomai duine a chuidigh liom agus an foilseachan seo a chur i dtoll a chéile agam, agus chuige sin ba
mhaith liom buiochas 6 chroi a ghabhail le roinnt daoine as ucht a gcuidithe agus mé ag obair ar
“O Shiol go Blath”, a dhéanfas ceiliiradh ar Bhunscoil an Itir agus ar lucht a bunaithe.

Ar dtas, td mé go moér faoi chomaoin ag na daoine seo a leanas, a bhronn pictitir orainn a chuimsionn
an leabhrén seo: Stiofin O Leanndin, Stiofdn Loughran (nach maireann), Séamus Mac Dhaibhéid,
Peter Mallon, Niall Loughran (Bunscoil an Iiiir), Caitriona Ruane agus David McKeown. Bhi na
daoine seo fial flaithitil agus faightear léargas cruinn ar theacht chun cinn na Bunscoile le breis agus 30
bliain a bhui lena roinn siad liom.

Agus an meall mor ar deireadh, gabhaim buiochas le Bunscoil an Itir agus Naiscoil an Itir, chomh
maith le lucht a mbunaithe, ata mar chrann taca ag paisti Gaelacha an Iair. T4 sibh le moladh, agus ta
suil agam go dtaitnionn an cnuasach seo le cach a raibh baint acu leis an Bhunscoil ar dhéigh amhéin
no ar dhoigh eile.

Ryan Hogan
Eagarthoéir/Dearthoir

Nineart go cur le cheile

Bunscoil an luir




oe Chonrasoh na Saeilge

Molann Comhaltas Uladh obair
dhiograiseach lucht bunaithe
Bhunscoil an luir

Go maire Bunscoil an luir

http://www.cnag.ie comhaltas.uladh@cnag.ie
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Bunscoil an Itir, a hAon, a D6, a Tri!

Bunscoil an Iiiir, a hAon, a D6, a Tri an ghair chatha a bhi againn agus muid ag sial i
moérshidil La ‘le Padraig in Iar Cinn Tra sa bhliain 1990. Scaifte beag go leor a bhi ann an 14
sin, mé féin mar mhiinteoir rang a haon agus rang a d6, Nora, muinteoir na Naiscoile,
tuismitheoiri na bpaisti, lucht tacaiochta na scoile agus ar ndéigh, na paisti iad féin, ochtar
aingeal beag nar thuig an rél taibhachtach a bhi acu in athbheochan na teanga i gceantar an
Itir ach a chuir go mér leis an mhérshitil an 1a dirithe sin.

Is maith is cuimhin liom na haghaidheanna beaga galdnta sin a thainig isteach ina seomra
ranga nua i dteach Ui Cheartil (Réamonn agus Treasa) in Itr Cinn Tra i mi Mhean an
Fhombhair sa bhliain 1989. Ni cuimhin liom féin aon chaoineadh cé go mbionn a leithéid
coitianta go leor in aon rang séisearach ar bith. Bhog muid 6n seomra compordach sin go
seomra compordach eile i dteach Mhic a’tSaoir, ait ar cuireadh failte croitil romhainn. Ba le
seantuisti phaisti Mhic an tSaoir an teach agus tugadh cead don scoil seomra ranga a
dhéanamh as an seomra suite a bhi acu i gcdl an ti. Flaithitil failteach a bhi na daoine uaisle
sin ar fad agus na paisti ag cabaireacht, ag comhaireamh is ag ceol ar feadh roinnt ama ina
dteach.




Ni féidir, i ndéirire, cur sios ceart a dhéanamh ar an obair a rinne tuismitheoiri na bpaisti leis
an scoil a chur ar bun. Nil léamh na scriobh nd insint béil féin ar an allas a chaith diograiseoiri
na teanga agus cairde na scoile ar bhunt na bunscoile. Maolcholaim Scott, Séamus Mac
Dhaibhéid, Doiminic O Brolchain, Peter agus Bean Ui Mhealldin, agus roinnt daoine eile nach
bhfuil luaite anseo ach a roinn a gcuid ama agus a gcuid airgid go flaithiail linn.

Is cuimhin liom go raibh mé in ann dbhar 4lainn teagaisc a cheannach don rang, silim gur
chaith muid ctapla céad punt ar abhar seortdla / meaitsedla srl. Airgead moér a bhi ann ag an
am ach bhi muid ag iarraidh bheith cinnte go mbeadh an trealamh ceart ag na pdisti agus nach
mbeadh siad thios leis maidir lena gcuid foghlama féin.

Ach an rud is tabhachtai ar fad fa rang ar bith, ni an spas fisicitiil nd na muinteoiri ach na
péisti iad féin agus paisti speisialta a bhi iontu. Bhi duine amhain, Caoimhin, i rang a do6,
ctigear i rang a haon agus tritir eile a bhi rud beag ni b’6ige ach a d’fhreastail ar an scoil ar
mhaithe le huimhreacha. Paisti galanta iad, gach uile dhuine acu, agus beidh ait speisialta i
mo chroi déibh i gconai.

Buailim le cuid de na tuismitheoiri anois is aris agus is brea liom a chluinstin mar gheall ar na
péisti sin. Bim i dteagmhail leis an mhtinteoir iontach a ghlac m’ait, Siobhan Campbell agus
bionn an-4thas orm nuair a ftheicim pictitir agus ailt mar gheall ar an scoil sna paipéir
nuachtédin. Nil aon amhras ann ach gur ag gabhail 6 neart go neart at4 an scoil. Guim gach
rath ar an scoil, ar mhainteoiri na scoile, ar iar-scolairi na scoile agus ar phobal na scoile ar
fad. Go maire sibh ar fad an céad!

Gearéidin Ui Laighléis (Ni Fhearail)




Bunscoil an Itir - Early Days

Bunscoil an Iair was started in 1989 as a result of a chance remark at a Craobh an Itir Irish
language class in Dominic Street. Most of the adult learners at the class were parents of
young children, when one parent remarked how good would it be if we had an Irish
language primary school for our children to attend. From that

conversation Naiscoil an Itir was established in O’Neill Avenue Community Centre with
about twenty children in attendance. We were very fortunate to obtain the services of one
enthusiastic Néra Ni Raghallaigh, a native Irish speaker from Rann na Feirste.

Throughout that first year, thoughts turned to the formation of a Bunscoil, and a committee
was formed. With the help of Malcolm Scott, the Irish Language Officer with Newry and
Mourne Council, and Aine Andrews and Aodhan Mac Péilin from Belfast, a constitution was
drawn up and adopted.

Then the real hard work started, finding premises, employing a teacher, and gathering the
money to pay for it all. Our first primary school teacher was a very bubbly lady from
Rostrevor, Gear6idin Ni Fhearail, who stayed with us for three years and made a great
impression on the children and their parents. Our first classroom was the dinette of two of our
parents and we stayed there for the first year with eight pupils while we looked for more
suitable premises. Fund-raising took up a lot of our time and our main source of income came
from Gael Linn who gave us - -

about twenty books to manage and
allowed us 50% of the takings instead of
the usual 25% that collectors normally
received. Along with that, we did street
collections and collected at

local GAA matches with the blessing of
Newry Shamrocks who allowed us to
collect inside the ground. Other funding
efforts included discos, raffles, and we
even produced and sold our own series
of Christmas cards.

While all this was going on, our new
committee, most of whom had no
experience in education, continued to look for permanent premises. Our second classroom
was loaned to us by Doctor Séamus and Mrs. Mc Ateer, grandparents to three of the pupils at
the school and themselves fluent Irish speakers.

While we were using these first two temporary premises, we looked at several possible sites
for the Bunscoil. One of these was plot of land in Corrinshego owned by the Council and used
by the local CLG club. This was deemed by the parents at the time to be too far out of

the town. It was around this time that Newry and Mourne District Council offered us the use
of the old gas works offices and sheds. The Council from the word go were almost to a
Councillor fully behind the Bunscoil project. The school moved into the old building and
bought two mobile classrooms from Grange Primary school and commenced setting them up
in the gas-yard grounds. Almost all the work was carried out by parents of the pupils with a
lot of help from other local trades people with no connection to the school but with a deep
love of the Irish language. The school was now up and running and going from strength to
strength. You may have noticed throughout this short piece that I have not mentioned many
people by name. That is because there were so many people who helped I would be afraid of
leaving someone out. We are grateful to them all.

Réamonn O Ceariiil
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Saol na Bunscoile - Saol ar leith

Ca dtosaionn ti i ndiaidh 30 bliain san aon ait amhain? Is minic a smaoinim ar na milte
duine ar bhuail mé leo thar na 30 bliain sin - na paisti, na tuisti, an fhoireann, na cuairteoiri
a raibh baint acu leis an scoil. Téim siar i m’intinn ar na cruinnithe, na hagoéidi, na turais
chuig aiteanna ar fud na Sé Chontae chun an scoil a fhorbairt agus chun aitheantas a fhail
di.

Smaoinim ar an tionchar a bhi ag an trath sin de mo shaol orm mar mhuinteoir 6g ag teacht
direach amach 6n ollscoil agus cuirim an cheist orm féin - an ndéanfainn aris é?

Agus mé ag fagail slan le Colaiste Naomh Muire, Béal Feirste i 1992, bhi na scolairi uilig ag
lionadh isteach foirmeacha iarratais do scoileanna i ngach cearn den tir - Doire, Baile Atha
Cliath, Gaillimh, Béal Feirste chomh maith le cuid acu a raibh rtin acu dul thar lear.

Mar cham teallaigh, ni raibh mise ag iarraidh bheith ag obair i bhfad i gcéin agus mar sin de,
bheartaigh mé nach mbacfainn leis an phéipéarachas sin uilig agus go bhfanfainn ar phost
nios congarai don bhaile. Rud a tharla. Fuair mé agallamh i scoil nach raibh i bhfad uaim agus
is mé a bhi sona.

Idir an d4 linn, casadh orm comharsan a d’oibrigh i gCombhairle an Itir agus Mhirn mar a bhi
mar ainm air ag an am, agus d’inis sé dom go raibh post ag dul sa Bhunscoil, rud a
d’fhiosraigh mé.

Chuir mé isteach air agus fuair mé agallamh. Is maith is cuimhin liom an la a chuaigh mé sios
Sraid na Cille Méire ag cuartt na haite. Shitil me isteach chuig an chuntaséir béal dorais agus
daradh liom go raibh mé san ait mhicheart. Caithfidh mé a ra go raibh aiféala orm nuair a
chuaigh mé frid na geatai donna troma iarainn isteach chuig clos leathan, lom agus ctipla
bothan lonnaithe ann.

Ni raibh sé rud ar bith cosiil le scoil a bhi mar thaithi agam ach lean mé liom agus bhuail mé
leis an phainéal agallaimh.

Is mé neirbhiseach, d’thdg mé Itr Chinn Tra agus mé cinnte nach bhfaighinn an post ach an
tradthnona sin, fuair mé an scairt ghuthdin 6n Chathaoirleach go bhfuair mé an post agus mar a
deir siad - “the rest is history”.

Bhain mé an-sult as a bheith i mbun ranga agus as mo nead bheag féin a bheith agam agus an
tsaoirse a tugadh dom an seomra a mhaisitt mar ba mhaith liom. Bhi na pdisti galanta ar fad,
agus mhothaigh mé go raibh siad diograiseach dicheallach don fhoghlaim. Mhothaigh mé
fosta go raibh a thios acu go raibh siad speisialta mar dhaltai a bhi ag foghlaim ina dteanga
féin.

Ar ndéigh, bhi an-suim ag na tuismitheoiri in oideachas a gcuid paisti. Seo tuismitheoiri 6ga a
chuaigh sa seans le hearnail na Gaelscolaiochta; le saol agus todhchai a bpaisti agus chuaigh sé
go mor i bhfeidhm orm gur chuir siad ctiram a bpdisti orm chun iad a mhtineadh agus a
mhunld. Bhi siad iontach aislingeach, misnidil, créga, ceannrédaioch mar dhaoine agus is fit
go mor a n-éacht a riomh anseo.

Bhi gach rud ag socrti go maith dom mar mhiinteoir trnua ach bhi an-obair i gceist taobh
amuigh den la oibre. Le cruinnithe, le bailitichain airgid, le hag6idji, le troid ar son na scoile,
bhi saol eile ar fad ann ach mhothaigh mé go raibh sé dashlanach agus gurbh fhia an dashlan
sin; mhothaigh mé go raibh sé chomh difrial 6 scoil ar bith eile agus mhothaigh mé go raibh
mise mar chuid de rud iontach, de rud stairidil, de rud ollmhér a bhi ag fas agus ag forbairt de
réir a chéile.

Maria Ni Fhearchair
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Guionn Bord Contae an Duin gach adh ar
Bhunscoil an lGir amach anseo

46-48 An tSraid Mhor
Caislean Uidhilin
Co. an Duin
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Fon: 028 4377 0880 Riomphost: administrator.down@gaa.ie

Runai: Sedn ()g McAteer
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Agallamh - Séamus Mac Dhaibhéid agus Peter Mallon

S: Do you remember when you first got involved with the Bunscoil and why you got
involved with it?

P: Well, I may have been sitting in the same seat I'm currently sitting in now, and our
Jacqueline arrived at the house at about 8 o'clock and she said “Daddy, I'm going to be
sending Stephen to the new wee Irish school, it’s starting down at the Gasworks, but they only
have about 4 or 5 in it.  went to it tonight. Arthur Ruddy was there and they were saying that
the rent would be £170 or £172, and then electricity on top of that. And wages.” That’s the way
she introduced the school’s financial situation. The £170 was for the rent of the Gasworks
offices. And she said we would have to make up that money ourselves. She asked me to
fundraise for them. I said, put my name down and I will get involved. So, I started to
fundraise for the school and when I
thought about doing the sticks, I went
out to Murtagh’s’ to see Kevin
Murtagh and he passed me onto his
brother, Ciardn, who was the boss.
Ciaran told me that whatever scraps
there were there and that they didn’t
need, I could have them. I took all of
them! Our Imanueil made me a saw
bench and Francie Mc Crink and
Maurice Mulgrew helped cut the
sticks.

S: Did you have a trailer or a van at that stage?

P:Thad a car. I bought a trailer off a fella for £70 and got it fixed up. I was there for 11 years.
During that time, my car broke down. I had nothing. I went out to Brendan Jackson who knew
me through the Bunscoil, and I got a loan from him through the Credit Union, and I bought a
car for £2,400 from CARS garage. The fella gave me a good price because of what I was doing.
I put everything into the Bunscoil but got my petrol money. I was unemployed at the time,
and I was reported 3 times for working in the Bunscoil! The Manager in Bridge Street knew
the story and went through the motions. That involvement kept me going myself. It kept me
active, my mind and body. I never drank or smoked, and I only needed to be busy. I loved
doing what I was doing.

S: You weren’t involved in acquiring the Bunscoil premises, were you?

P: No. I was never on any committee of the Bunscoil. Although, whatever they wanted, they
asked me to get it. It was really a small team and there was only one room in the Gasworks.
Nora and Dora were there. Dora was from Carlingford, Nora from Rannafast, and they looked
after the Naiscoil. Then Siobhan had about four in her class. It was open-door, porous,
welcoming. Everyone was great. The parents especially were marvellous.

S: The commitment was exceptional.

P: It was. The atmosphere was unreal. You walked into the classroom, and you’d talk to the
teacher as she was maybe teaching children, and once they knew and trusted you, you could
walk in and out. It was a true community school.
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S: Conditions were primitive and resources few. What did the children do in those days for
their dinner? Did they bring their lunch?

P: Pauline Lennon and Hilda Blair made soup and that. Children had lunches but the ladies
made soup because they just wanted to be there. It was a labour of love. Colleen Lyons was
there for a while as Secretary. Another great worker. The Armagh manager, Joe Kernan was a
sound contact. I was out with Joe a lot of times
and I was with the secretary of the
Crossmaglen Rangers club. His wife came in
and volunteered to do secretary for a while.
There was no money. There was nothing. I
went to McCann’s Bakery for support. Gerry
Murphy would give us anything we wanted,
be that for a Guest Tea or something for the
children. I could go up anytime and met
nothing but generosity there. I encountered all
these sorts of giving people through my work
with the Bunscoil - it kept me motivated.

S: Let’s take you back into the building itself. When you went into the Gasworks, there was
one classroom. Where was the Naiscoil?

P: They were all in the one room. It was desperate. Then the Rev. Kingston came to visit with
one or two people; they were sitting in a school the size of this living room. They said they
would have to see what they could do. They said the Council wouldn’t let anyone build there.

I heard later about Fr. Devlin and that Cloughoge PS were getting a new school. They had

mobiles and I heard that he [Fr. Devlin] was
giving them away. I didn’t go through any
Commiittee; I did what I thought was best for
the school. If they wanted to stop me, they
could have, but they didn’t. They let me do
what I wanted to do. I went up to Fr. [Henry]
Devlin, and he asked, “What are you coming
to me for?’ I said I heard that that he wanted
to get rid of these [the mobiles]. I told him I
was looking to get one. He said he would
think about it.

I'wasn’t home 3 or 4 hours when the phone
rang. I think it was on a Tuesday, and Fr.
Devlin said, ‘if you can take it [mobile] away for Saturday, you can have it” What I then did
was | went to Bartley Fearon, I think it’s Pat, they call him, up beside Tinnelly’s Garage. I told
him I had needed a mobile moved down [to the school]. He asked when I wanted it and I told
him. He agreed to send two trailers and a lorry, it [mobile] came in two halves. All for free,
just sent a man and all down. They came and put the two halves on the trailers and took them
to the Bunscoil. They employed Murphy Brothers, Newtownhamilton, they had a big crane.
Murphy’s only had a nominal charge, but you could say they did it for nothing.

Murphys came in with a big crane and spent the whole day lifting the half mobiles off. People
think you can just join the two sides together. A bolt comes out and it's an awful job getting it
back together. Maurice Mulgrew, Buster Lennon, Sean McAteer, Ursula’s husband, they
would be there helping to relodge the bolt. Maurice Mulgrew was one great man. They all
were.
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S: Others helped too but it wasn’t a smooth passage?

P: Smiths Concrete gave us blocks and we levelled the mobile halves off the best we could,
and we put them up. I found out that the Council wouldn't let you build, but we put it up
anyway. The Council man came to me and asked if we had permission to do this. He said to
me “Aren’t you Peter Mallon?” and I said I was. He told me he heard I was doing this, and I
said I was doing it for the children, and I asked if there was anything wrong with it. He said
you needed planning permission to do it. I said it was only for a year or so until we got a new
school. Anyhow, he had to do his job, and he went away and never came back.

Anything that was done to that mobile was to a high standard. Imanueil did all the electrical
work. Frankie Bradley did all the plumbing, and everything was done for the benefit of the
children and teachers. There was nothing shabby about it, it was all perfect. We got Nora into
that, and we built up the Naiscoil to get the numbers going and the next year I was reading in
the Reporter that there was a bankruptcy.

Beside the Sheepbridge there was a nursery, and it went under. They had a mobile. I phoned a
fella called James McCartan. I told him it was about the mobile, but that we wouldn’t have the
asking price [£800]. He said to get a cheque to him as soon as possible. I got it [the mobile] for
£100. People did so many favours. It came for the next year and Siobhan and Néra had their
separate classrooms.

S: Geraldine Farrell was there for a while?

P: Yes. Méirin McAleenan was there for a while too. Powerful, inspirational young teachers.
The Derry GAA team, who were All-Ireland Champions at the time, came down. We were
getting things organised and it was really good. In
between all the good times, though I let run it off me,
there were nay-sayers and you had to put up with
listening to people moaning, “You and your Irish!".

S: The anti-Irish lobby? But you found backers?

P: There were people who were terrible for that. I
tried to explain that we weren’t forcing anything on
anyone. We were trying to set up an Irish medium
school for parents and children who wanted it. That’s
all. But new friends were found. Aodan Mac Péilin
was one of them - a man of vision and practical too.
He knew and we knew that we were involved in
something truly remarkable. Raymond and Treasa
Carroll were tireless workers. They ran the Gael-Linn
books - that was a massive undertaking - every week,
covering the town. My whole time, Sundays, and all,
was consumed with fund-raising and promotional
work. My wife Kathleen would come down and we
would bag at the Gasworks. There is a man out in
Glen, Peter Cunningham, he sold sticks to the shops. He wanted me to cut sticks either 6.5 or 7
inches. It wasn’t just rough work, it had to be measured out. He said to me whatever you can
cut I'll buy them. I said to myself “This is a bit all right!". Any timber I had I would cut it up for
Peter and I would bring them out. I could have been banking £1,500 a month on the sticks. I
went to the bank, and I opened an account so that people could put money in the bank [like
Gift Aid]. I got $10 one time from a fella from Italy.
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Frank Patterson was there too - himself and his pals in Europe. Caitriona Ruane took
American Natives down and they gave us some dollars. Eamonn O Cuiv came too and
showed great interest and offered welcome political support. I gave him the booklet we had at
the time when our Imanueil looked everything up regarding education in the North and he
had found that there were at least 7 other schools in the North that had fewer children than
we had [in the Bunscoil] yet they
were being funded. We can
forget that the case for equal
treatment had to be made for
State recognition and we made it
well.

S: Cathal O Donnaile and
Maolcholaim Scott were great
assets?

P: Cathal visited often. He was
energised and visionary. His
wife was a McAleenan. He took
this American fella up and I met
him, and I got a bank agreement from him, and it meant that whatever I put in the bank, it
was doubled. So, if I put that £1,500 it meant we had £3,000. That was called the “Doors of
Hope’. Cathal I think was busy all over in promoting IME and pioneering community
schemes. Maolcholaim had the ear of some of the Councillors. He gave well over and above
what his job remit involved. He introduced Rev. Kingston, shaped the ethos of the school and
did powerful PR work. I was great friends with the Christian Brothers, and Brother Beausang
was very influential in Irish language and educational circles. There was much discussion
about the designation of
the school, but I only
wanted an Irish medium
school, regardless of
religious affiliation. I was
happy with what we
agreed though I had
privately hoped that the
school would be called
Saint Mary’s, or Saint
Finbar’s - in recognition of
Beau’. And we kept party
politics out of things - not
easy and not always plain-
sailing.

S: We were talking earlier about fundraising there. You didn’t explain the aluminium can
collecting to me.

P: We were going to get so much if we could gather up aluminium cans, "Cash for Cans’. I
said, right I'll go on out and look for cans and there they were lying on the road, cars running
over them - flattened for you and all!
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S: Would you stop the car and get out and pick them up?

P: I would pick them up. Do you know how much a can was worth? You would get a half a
penny per can. Not very much, is it? A friend Matt from Dromalane did as I did - lifted them
off the streets and roads. Then at the football matches I tied in with the wee groundsman. We
used to get the children from the Bunscoil, and we would go out and collect the cans. Then I
would take all the cans down to the Down GAA groundsman and he would run over them a
couple of times with the tractor. Job done! It was a joint thing: he got the terraces cleaned, and
we got the Cash for Cans. See many people that were throwing out old aluminium pots, and
any old strips of aluminium. I used to pull them off old things and bend them up and all...for
weight.

S: Remind me about the tarring. The Travellers got the job?

P: We got this first mobile, and we got the second mobile and this day when the children were
out playing, this wee girl fell, and she cut the knee of herself. So, I went away over to the
Travellers, and I was talking to Martin Ward, and I asked him who was doing the tarmac. I
said I had very little
money. ‘Right Peter’, he
said. So, this fella came
over and had a look at it.
And they did the tarmac
for a couple of hundred
pound. They did a good
job! It was great, just
between the two mobiles.
It was quite an occasion at
the school.

S: It transformed the site,
Peter.

P: Yeah. It was worth the
few pound.

S: I'm going to take you on a bit now, Peter. One of the best days we had was when Miley
came. Who arranged that?

P: Our Hughie was there that day. I'll never forget it. Him and Miley spent hours together for
Jesus’ sake. Who's this that went up for him? Somebody went up to Dundalk and took him
down.

S: The Abbey Grounds, was it not?

P: Aye. That was another great thing. I used to go up and say to Brother Beausang ‘I need the
grounds, what time would it be free?” So that they wouldn’t be using it and once they weren't
using it, you had it. We could use the ball alley too, selling toys and stuff. For a Sale of Work
and always good craic!
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S: I can visualise them. You wouldn’t miss those days.

P: Yes, loads of helpers. Ann Finnegan, the Lennons, Raymond Carroll’s sister Treasa, Treasa
herself, Hilda...that’s right. And the Armagh Rhymers came. That was Niall Vallely’s crowd
from Armagh. They came free. And there was another fella came - ‘Spins in the Cart’, with a
horse going round the field. I tried to get our own green space for the children through Sister
Anne Murray (The Home) and Bro. Beau’. But their hands were tied. I hope the children have
green space now.

Anyhow we had committed volunteers. Colm McAteer, Sean Mc Ateer, Hilda Blair, Margaret
Mc Keown, Marion Mc Donald from Dundalk. The Hylands, the Mc Kevitts, Stiofdn
Loughran and Ciaran Rowntree and lots of the parents - too many to recall at short notice.
They know what they did and can be proud of it. And Patricia Mc Mahon - she was
something else. Brian Mc Aleenan
did all the sports training with the
children. Eithne and Séamus Mc
Cormack were tireless workers. I
am just thinking, Mr. and Mrs.
Willie O'Hare were a real benefit to
things - they registered three
children with the school and Willie
was so kind financially. The
Comers, Mairéad and Tom, were
there at the administration end
with Réisin (Traynor) and Tommy
Mc Keown. And Jarlath (Burns)
was on board - Jarlath ultimately
got one of our mobiles for a
Naiscoil in Silverbridge, the other one went out to Néra Ni Raghallaigh for Naiscoil
Chamlocha if I remember right. That's just a few Séamus that come spontaneously to mind -
so many good people pulled their weight. It's a long list. When I knew you were coming to see
me I wrote down the word “marvellous’ in my notes - and that doesn’t do them full justice.

There was another woman that was powerful too at the very start, and she sadly died. Angela
Mc Garry. She was from Drumalane. She had a wee girl called Kirsty, and her husband was
Martin. Great workers. Sure your Deborah and them all did the cleaning rotas. We all mucked
in and there was a welcome for everyone on the premises. The formal recognition of the
school was great and hard won but it put an end to the parents” and volunteers” easy access
and free involvement.

S: Well, tell me this, were you involved in any of the pickets and protests?

P. That wasn’t my strong point. I hadn’t got the education and the words and all, Séamus, for
talking to them people. My job was in the background - I'd just go to up to someone and say,
would you do at job for the Bunscoil for half price, or better still, for nothing!

S: Mrs. Mallon, Kathleen, was a great asset. Did she provide the first school jumpers?

P: She did the jumpers at the very start. We got all the jumpers done and McEvoy’s did the
printing for me. McEvoy’s were very good too, McEvoy’s on Monaghan Street. Gabriel
McEvoy’s. I think it was Eamon O Gribin who decided on the crest and motto. Eamon O
Gribin and Mrs. O Gribin, were present from the start. Fantastic workers and they had the
Irish. And Gerard Trainor was generous - always there with sponsoring electrical equipment.
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He just needed the nod. Newry Branch and O Fiaich Branch Conradh na Gaeilge were in and
out all the time, plugging equipment gaps. And all for the children. But do you see all of them,
eh, they were class. I thought about this too the other night. I never slept the other night; it
was great thinking about them. The children’s plays. And the children reciting poems in
public. Very uplifting. And the way we steered clear of politics. The school was for anyone
who wanted Irish.

S. Anyone else Peter who stepped up to assist?

P. As I say, we had so many good friends. Sean O
Coinn was there; Newry Building Supplies; Deirdre
Frame; Sister Ann Marie Campbell and the nuns in
The Home; several Christian Brothers; Dessie
Tennyson, Vernetta Hillen, Sedan Mac Labhrai and
Maurice Mc Kevitt up at the Abbey Grammar -
Beau’ used to send me to them to see if they had
anything, seats, chairs, tables, they could give us.
And Imanueil and Sean McAteer at the practical end,
earthing the new mobiles, ensuring everything was perfect
and safe.

I'll mention our old friend and fine Irishman, Niall Mc Gurk, of Newcell. He sent in toilet roll
holders, and the other things for tissues...the dispensers. He sent all of them in free, and
anytime I wanted toilet rolls he came round with bags of them.

The boys down at the Shamrocks did their bit. Mickey Keenan and my friend Danny
Baxendine. I think the Bunscoil use their training pitch for Sports Day which is great - back to
that green space concern of mine. It was hard work gathering money at the games. Ernie
Devlin will tell you. Me and Ernie went down...I'd go down to any match, any football match
and I'd stand with a bucket. Me and Ernie stood one day, and we got, I don’t know what it
was, £9 or something. A long stand with little to show. But we were showcasing the Bunscoil
- we were making a statement to Gaels that this project was for real and that we were in it for
the long haul.

S: Canvassing for pupils was one of your most important jobs, Peter, because you were
hitting the numbers. I remember you just going round, desperate for one or two.

P: Aye. And that wee girl Niamh Moore. “The Doors of Hope” American guy was there that
day, and Cathal O Donnaile said to me ‘Peter, if you get just another one. If you get this one’,
he says, ‘we’ll be on the donkey’s back’. I met her mum; I think in The Carriage Restaurant.
She had been thinking about the Bunscoil. I told her we’d provide a free uniform and she told
me that she had a uniform already bought for another school! We won her over and they are
both working in the Irish language sector today. Thank God. It was all about numbers for
years, probably still is. Sure your Cathal, and others, started school a year early just to keep
the school numbers secure.

S. You said that it wasn’t always plain sailing. Explain.

P. What we had to listen to - “what do yous want with an Irish school?” You just had to bite

your tongue. And the wages and bills had to be paid every month. It was relentless. People

put their faith in us to deliver and that was pressure. Rooms had to be heated, tax had to be
paid. Conor Murphy and Eamon O Gribin particularly at one point, maybe others I don’t
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recall, were under pressure but this was the thing, we all knew that what we were doing was
worth it. We were constantly on the lookout for better facilities - I thought at one stage we
might get the Catholic Boy Scouts” place and hoped the Abbey Primary would become
available - no joy. And then I lost the stick cutting place.

John O’Hare and Sedn Gallogly came to me one day.
They were Clanrye Abbey Developments. John came in
and he says ‘Peter, we're more or less taking the
Gasworks over’. I says that’s alright. He said, ‘see your
wee place doing the sticks, I'll not chase you, I'll fix you
up somewhere else’. But he says, ‘you can work away
there’. He didn’t want any fuss, and neither did I, it was
up to them. He said, “We're doing this building” and he
had this plan. ‘“This building here, and that building, and
this building, and the ‘Retort House’, that’s where we
are, that's where the school was to be.”

It was all out of our hands, but we would have new
accommodation. I was there watching them, day and
night watching them, walking round the different
classrooms and all and I thought in the end that they did
a good job. Maria asked me to be Caretaker and I did it

until the school formally opened with State recognition. Cu ltd R‘Gnn (

We had a such a day at the official opening. Beau” knew T
Mary Mc Aleese from his Belfast days - he put her IRISH LANGUAGE AC

through the Fainne exam. Réisin Traynor and Mairéad
Comer and the Committee organised a memorable
occasion, both in the school and then in the Canal Court.
Someone made a video-recording of it all. You'll have
photographs of that day no doubt for the wee book. On
that day, I knew that my work was done. It was over to
the professionals.

S: Here, before I go Peter, and it’s not exactly about the Bunscoil, but you did a lot of things
in and around it, to enrich the experience. So, there was the monthly Mass up in the
Brothers’, there were the Cultarlann mini-Colleges, our trips to Mitchel’s grave, and
everything.

P: And the floats for the Saint Patrick’s Day Parade. Brendan Curran gave us First Prize and
the money came in handy. We were everywhere with the Cultirlann musicians - Glen, the
Buttercrane, Hill Street. You know me, I love the whole idea of children expressing
themselves. Iused to take our Stephen with me, and he’d play the tin-whistle and he’d talk
away in Irish. I used to go to an odd Feis, for an hour or so, just to see and hear the Bunscoil
children reciting poems in Irish, great to listen to them. It’s al about them in the end.

S. Any disappointments during the long campaign?

P. When they knocked down the Gasworks, I wanted the big safe - for the coins and all that I
collect and as a souvenir of the Gasworks itself. But the contractors took it. That was fine. But I
really wanted the original Bunscoil sign from the building. When I went back for it, it had
been dumped. Still, there’ll be a new sign at a new site when the Bunscoil gets relocated. In the
end signs don’t matter - children’s education through Irish does.
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S: Well, to wrap it up, you were involved in so much. The Canon Burke Athletic Club, in
radical politics, the marching bands, the Cultarlann. You are still active in Calvary Omeath,
and you were ‘Mr.Bunscoil’. Where does the Bunscoil stand in the scheme of things?

P: There are a few things precious to me Séamus. The St. Patrick’s Medal is one of them. But of
the many projects that I was ever involved in, no matter what it was to do with, our Bunscoil
stands out a mile, because it involved an awful lot of people, volunteering to do an awful lot
of good for the Irish language community. With the Bunscoil, I believe we have future-
proofed the language for Newry. I see that former pupils are sending their own children there
- itis a virtuous circle. And I sometimes smile to myself as I go through old newspaper
cuttings, Holy God Peter, you helped establish all that!




Bunscoil an Iir - triocha bliain ag fas

D’iarr Cumann na dTuismitheoiri orm gearrphiosa a sholathar don leabhran seo agus cé nach

maith liom rudai a scriobh go hionddil thuig mé an
tabhacht a bhain le ceilitiradh cui a dhéanamh ar
bhund Bhunscoil an Itir. Is fada baint againn san Iar,
mar Chonraitheoiri, le Bunscoil an Itir - sa chiilra mar
ghrapa den bhaicle dilis a spreag agus a thacaigh le
tuismitheoiri Gaelscoil a lonnt san Itr - agus agam féin
go pearsanta mar thuismitheoir a raibh de phleisitr
agam mo phdisti a chur ar rolla na Bunscoile. Is mar
thuismitheoir is mé a bhfuil an sdsamh is doimhne
agam mar ta sé measartha simpli tacaiocht airgid n6
mhoralta a thabhairt do thionscadal fitintach
nuabhunaithe, ach mar thuismitheoir ag an am bhi
tiomantas, fuinneamh, samhlaiocht, dashlan nach
beag, agus rioscai i gceist. Mar 30+ bliain 6 shin, ni
aibhéil é a mhaiomh go ginearalta, go raibh cuid airithe
den Statchéras 6 thuaidh naimhdeach don Ghaeilge.
Chan amhain gur thug na hinstitiaidi Stait cluas
bhodhar ddinn, ach mhothaigh muid gur chuir siad
constaici romhainn de shior. Niraibh na htidarais ag
tuar 4fach go mbeadh grapa tagtha chun cinn i mbaile
teorann iar-gharastain an Itir nach mbeadh toilteanach
géilleadh d4 ndroim laimhe, d4 nditltachas, da
séanadh ceart. Grapa de thuismitheoiri nach raibh an

Ghaeilge ag a bhférmhor ach a
raibh fis ina n-aigne, déchas ina
gcroithe agus neart ina lamha
chun miortilt bheag oideachasil
a fhiora.

Le gach feachtas ata
pobalbhunaithe, radacach fid, a
raibh toradh air, bhi ceannrédaithe
de dhith. Agus ni raibh siad in
easnamh san Iar: na daoine a
d’oscail a gcistini ina dtithe féin
mar sheomrai ranga; na
tuismitheoirf agus na

seantuismitheoiri a roghnaigh bunscolaiocht tri mhean na Gaeilge in ainneoin na ndeacrachtai
ollmhora; na daltai a chuir suas go misnitil agus go gealghdireach le haiseanna agus le
seomrai ranga a bhi sealadach agus lochtach; na gaolta a bhailigh adhmaid né cannai stain, n6
a d’eagraigh imeachtai tiomsaithe airgid né agoéidi ar gach 6caid né leithscéal; lucht
Chrannchuir Ghael-Linn; baill Chraobh an Itir de Chomhaltas Uladh; CLG an Diiin; Cumann
na Seamrdga; Comhairleoiri an Itir, na priomhoidi agus an thoireann a chuaigh sa seans 6
thaobh ioncaim agus pinsin de; na hoibrithe oilte gan pha a thainig isteach go trathrialta le
ceol no reiligtin a theagasc; na Gobharnéiri agus na hlontaobhaithe deonacha; na fisithe
fadradharcacha a chinn go mbeadh an scoil neamhshainchreidmheach 6n chéad la. Agus
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airim ina measc siad, Braithre Criostai, Dochtuir, Urramach Protasttinach, tuata
Preispitéireach, agus bean - Gael go smior - a togadh le Gaeilge san Itr sna 19401.
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Is iomai dris chosdin agus fadhb at4 saraithe againn ar ar dturas - cuétai iontréla, corr
aighneas inmheanach, cigireacht ghéar neamhbhauil DENI, foirgneamh ag na sean-oibreacha
gdis nach raibh sasil, rata athraithe Ghobharnéiri - ach nil iontu sitid, sa mhorphictiar, ach
pianta fais ata coitianta i bhfiontair den chineal seo. Ni moér dainn i dtélamh a bheith dearfach
agus ar 6caidi cheilitirtha mar seo ta sé tdbhachtach bheith ag machnamh ar laethanta 6rga dar
saol - pardidi na Féile Phadraig, turais chuig an zt, 14 na Chéad Chomaoineach, picéidi agus
léirsithe lan spraoi, cuairt Mick Lally, laethanta spéirt ar phéirc pheile na mBraithre, seénna na
Nollag, cuairt Uachtaran na hEireann... Agus nach sinne inniu, 30+ bliain ar aghaidh, at4
brédudil as ar scolairi reatha agus ar n-iar-scoldiri, agus as &r mBunscoil atd ina Gaeltacht bheag
bheo i lar an IGir? Beidh a lan tuismitheoiri anseo inniu agus is décha braistini agus
mothtchdin measctha acu, mise mar dhuine acu, ach thar aon rud ta ctis againn bheith
mortasach. Mar a duirt mo sheanchara agus crann taca deonach diograiseach na Bunscoile ar
feadh na mblianta, Peter Mallon, “we only do it for the children.” Ma choinnionn muid fécas
ar oideachas datheangach agus ar fhorbairt iomldnaioch na bpdisti agus ma leanann muid 6
ghlain go glain lenar dtacaiocht - féachfaidh Bunscoil an Iair chuige, go cinnte, go mbeidh an
Ghaeilge chan amhain slan ach faoi bhlath ar shrdideanna an Idir.

Séamus Mac Dhaibhéid
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My links with Bunscoil an Iair

As a parent of two children at Bunscoil an Itir I became involved in the committee (the
forerunner of the Board of Governors) to assist with running the school which was outside the
mainstream schools supported by the Department of Education. I was alocal councillor in the
old Newry and Mourne District Council at that time and so had some experience dealing with
public bodies. The Council also owned the land, the old Gasworks Site, on which was housed
the temporary portacabins hosting the Bunscoil and the Naiscoil.

Our twin preoccupation at that time was to secure our place as a fully funded and supported
school in the mainstream education system and to find a more permanent and suitable home
for the growing number of children and families who were embracing Irish medium
education.

When I became Chair of the Committee, we decided to bring our fight directly to the
Department of Education, so we secured a meeting with the then Direct Rule Minister,
Michael Ancram MP, in the Department HQ at Rathgael House, Bangor. We brought a
busload of pupils, with their own artwork, demanding their right to the education of their
choice. They protested at the gates of the Department while the meeting was going on inside.

The meeting itself was reasonably positive with Mr. Ancram expressing a degree of
understanding for our case. However, when we were leaving a senior official sidled up to me
and said, “You may think you have him on board, but we’ll get you in the long grass”.
Thankfully that institutional resistance was faced down and we later received notice that
Bunscoil an Itir would become officially recognised.

That decision then opened up our ability to get departmental support for new premises.
Thankfully the officials we encountered thereafter were much more supportive, led by
Stephen Poever, and we secured almost £100k and a long-term lease from the Council to
renovate the building that is now home to the Bunscoil and Naiscoil.

That arrangement was always meant to be temporary as it still doesn’t provide the full range
of facilities required by a modern primary school and I have supported various efforts to
identify and secure a permanent home for our Bunscoil. Hopefully they will bear fruit in the
not-too-distant future.

I am very proud to have been one of the parents who, in the early days, looked past what
were hugely substandard facilities but bought into the vision of a new generation of
Gaeilgeoiri in this area. When I now spend time with my 20-month-old grandson, who
understands as much of his native tongue as he does English, I am so glad that we did.

Conor Murphy MLA




An tUrr Mervyn Kingston, iontaobhai de chuid Bhunscoil an Iair

Ar feadh na fiche bliain a chaith mé san Itir agus Mdrna is iomai duine iontach a casadh orm agus is
cinnte go raibh an tUrr Mervyn Kingston ar dhuine acu siad.

Rugadh Mervyn i 1947 agus tégadh é i gceantar tionsclaioch in oirthear Bhéal Feirste. Feisteoir as
iarthar Chorcai a bhi ina athair. Ba as Tir Eoghain d4 mhathair. I ndiaidh na scoile chuaigh sé ag obair
in oifig leas soisialta in iarthar na cathrach agus chuaigh ar aghaidh as sin le dul faoi oilitiint mar abhar
ministir in Eaglais na hEireann. Ba léir 6n aithne a bhi agam air go raibh creideamh domhain aige mar
aon le ba le daoine, de gach ctlra agus aicme, Caitliceach agus Protastanach, taobh istigh agus taobh
amuigh den eaglais. Bhi fosta misneach aige seasamh ar bhealach séimh agus laidir leis an rud a mheas
sé a bheith ceart. Sular thainig sé chun an Chreagéin bhi sé ina mhinistir canta i gContae an Dtin agus
fosta i gceantair den lucht oibre protasttinach i mBéal Feirste. Nuair a insealbhaiodh é ina phost in
eaglais i nGleann Cairn ag barr na Seanchille, bhi cara leis, sagart fa robai i lathair. Uair eile thug bean
rialta searmoin ann.

Thainig Mervyn ina Reachtaire i 1990 go dti an Chreagéan i ndeisceart Ard Mhacha agus Baile Mhic
Scanldin i gContae Lu. Bhi an eaglais i mBuais i gCuaille faoina chtiram chomh maith. Bhi droch-chaoi
ar na foirgnimh eaglasta i ndeisceart Ard Mhacha agus ar an Chreagan agus i gCuaille, agus bhi an
pobal gann. B’éigean eaglais Fhoirceala a dhruidim. Nior ghéill an tUrr Kingston riamh don éadéchas:
sular fhag sé tri bliana déag ina dhiaidh sin, bhi bail Grnua ar na heaglaisi i mBuais agus ar
sheaneaglais an Chreagain féin. Ba mhinic a d’iarrfadh na medain agallamh air. Ag am ina raibh droch-
chla ar Dheisceart Ard Mhacha, ni raibh ach ard-mholadh ag Mervyn ar Chrois Mhic Lionndin agus ar
bhunadh an cheantair. Nuair a crochadh cuid mhor bratach de chuid na Poblachta ar na ballai ag
Eaglais an Chreagdin, chroch sé bratacha an Aontais Eorpaigh triotha, oiread acu agus a bhainfi an
chuma sheicteach 6 na cinn eile san it a raibh siad.

Ba mhaith an tréadai é da phobal féin: is cuimhin liom tracht & dhéanamh aige ar an bhréd a bhi air as
Kenny Donaldson a bhi ag an am sin le hAontachtaigh Uladh, agus ata anois ag obair le hiospartaigh
na dtriobléidi, n6 & ra go raibh sé i ndiaidh organ a chéiritt d’organai ar an Chreagan a bhi os cionn
ocht6 bliain d’aois. Bhi cloigeann maith air, agus tuiscint ar an mhéid a bhi de dhith le tionscadal a
chur i lathair, a phleanail agus a chur i bhfeidhm. Thug sé na buanna sin leis agus é ina iontaobhai ar
Bhunscoil an Itir. Ba mhaith a chomhairle riamh.

Mar reachtaire i gceantar Chrois Mhic Lionnain, bhi an tUrr Kingston ina choimeédai ar Uirchill an
Chreagdin, ceann de na laithreacha is tdbhachtai i dtraidisitin na Gaeilge, agus reilig a bhfuil Caitlicigh
agus Protastanaigh curtha taobh le chéile inti. D’fhoghlaim sé Gaeilge fosta, agus ainneoin nach raibh
an Ghaeilge ar a thoil aige d’fhoghlaim sé go leor le paidreacha a ra i nGaeilge ag seirbhisi. Bhi
comhoibria dlath aige le Cumann Staire an Chreagain agus le heagraiochtai eile i ndeisceart Ard
Mhacha. Bhi talamh ag an eaglais agus de réir a chéile d’éirigh leis maoinit a fhail 6n Aontas Eorpach
le pairc bhred a chrutht ar an Chreagén. Choirigh sé seanhalla ag geata na heaglaise ina ionad
oidhreachta ar fhili na bhFe4 le taispeantas i nGaeilge agus i mBéarla.

D’théag an tUrr Kingston an Creagan i 2003 n6 bhi sé buailte le hailse narbh fhéidir a leigheas, agus
b’éigean d¢ fosta éiri as a bheith ina Iontaobhai ar Bhunscoil an Idir. Ach is fiti tracht ar a scéal ina
dhiaidh sin. Nuair a tugadh aitheantas do Phairtnéireachtai Sibhialta 6 thuaidh i 2005, bhain sé féin
agus an Dr Richard O’Leary an staddas sin amach. Bhi Mervyn go f6ill ag iarraidh ait a bheith ag gach
duine san eaglais, bhi sé fosta ag iarraidh &it a bheith ag daoine aeracha. Labhair sé go poibli ar a shon
sin, agus bhi sé ina chomhbhunaitheoir d’theachtas ‘Changing Attitudes Ireland’. Ni raibh sé furasta acu.
Bhi an Dr O’Leary i ndiaidh éiri as post maith ar an ollscoil agus bhi sé ina chtraméir lanaimseartha
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aige. Chuir Mervyn an dli ar na hadarais le go bhfaigheadh a chéile pinsean i ndiaidh a bhéis. Bhain sé
an cés dli, ach bhi nithe eile gan athr(; cionn is go raibh sé i bpdirtnéireacht sibhialta, dhidaltaigh na
deoisi a raibh sé ag obair iontu cead d6 cleachtadh mar mhinistir/shagart. Nior casadh orm é ach uair
amhain i ndiaidh d6 an Creagén a thagail: ag seirbhis Ghaeilge ar La Fhéile Padraig in Eaglais Naomh
Seoirse i mBéal Feirste. Bhi
lachair ar Mervyn, agus spiorad
dochloite ainneoin ¢é a bheith lag
agus breoite. Is beag a smaoinigh
mé faoin phésadh aerach roimhe,
ach rinne sin mo shtile domh. Ba
dhoiligh cur ina éadan nuair ba
léir an dochas, gra agus
creideamh laidir a bhi ar an chal
ag Mervyn agus Richard.

r.

Fuair an tUrr Kingston bas i
2013; cheol Padraigin Ni
Uallachain Uirchill an Chreagain
ag a thérramh.

The Rev Mervyn Kingston, Trustee of Bunscoil an Iiiir

In the twenty years I lived in Newry and Mourne, I met many amazing people, and certainly the Rev Mervyn
Kingston was one of them.

Mervyn was born in 1947 and was brought up in an industrial area of East Belfast. His father was a fitter from
West Cork. His mother was from Tyrone. On leaving school, he started work in a social welfare office in West
Belfast and went on to train as a minister in the Church of Ireland. He clearly had a deep faith, along with
interest in and empathy for other people of all classes and backgrounds, Protestant and Catholic, inside and
outside church. He also had courage to stand up in a gentle but strong way for what he believed to be right. Before
he came to South Armagh he had been a curate in parts of County Down, and also in working class Protestant
areas in Belfast. When he was installed in St Andrews Church in Glencairn at the top of the Shankill, a priest
friend in full robes was present; another time a nun gave a sermon.

Mervyn became Rector of Creggan and Ballymascanlon in 1990. The Church at Bush in Cooley was also under
his care. Most of the church buildings were in poor repair and the members were thin on the ground. The Forkhill
church had to be closed. The Rev. Kingston, however always had hope for the future. Before he left, thirteen years
later, the church buildings at Cooley and the old church at Creggan were fully restored.

At a time when South Armagh had a bad reputation, the media would often ask the Rev. Kingston for an
interview. He always had nothing but praise for the people of Crossmaglen and district. When a large number of
Irish tricolours were raised on the walls of the Church of Ireland, he did not bother taking them down, but made
sure that he raised EU flags through them, sufficient to take away any sectarian overtones from the other flags in
that location.

He was also a good pastor. I remember his pride in Kenny Donaldson who was at that time an Ulster Unionist
representative, and who now works for victims of the Troubles, or his delight in restoring the organ at Creggan
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for an organist who was in her eighties. He was bright and had a good understanding of what was needed to
present a project, to plan and implement it. He brought these skills to his role as a trustee of Bunscoil an Iiiir. His
advice was always sound.

As Rector of Creggan, the Rev. Kingston was responsible
for Uirchill an Chreagdin, one of the most famous places
in the Gaelic tradition, and a churchyard where
Protestants and Catholics are buried together. He learnt
Irish, and although he was never fully fluent, he learnt
enough to say prayers in Irish at services. He worked
closely with the Creggan Historical Society and with
other organisations in South Armagh. The church had
some land, and with time he managed to get funding from
the European Union to make a fine park, and to restore an
old hall at the gate of the church as a heritage centre on
the poets of South Armagh with an exhibition in Irish and English.

The Rev. Kingston left Creggan in 2003, for he had incurable cancer and was unable to work or to continue as a
Trustee of Bunscoil an Iuir. However, that was not the end of his story. When Civil Partnerships were recognised
in Northern Ireland in 2005, he and Dr Richard O’Leary were among the first to achieve that status. Mervyn
was still working to make room for everybody in the church, including gay people, and he spoke publicly and co-
founded a campaign Changing Attitudes Ireland. It wasn’t easy: Dr O’Leary had given up a good job in Queen’s
University to be a full-time carer for Mervyn. Mervyn took the authorities to court to ensure that he would get
his pension after his death, and won his case. On the other hand, because he was in a same-sex civil partnership,
the dioceses refused him permission to practise as a minister/priest.

I met Mervyn only once after he left Creggan: at an Irish language service on St Patrick’s Day in St. George’s
Church Belfast. I was struck by his indomitable spirit, radiant with joy despite being week and very sick. I had
barely thought about same-sex marriage before, but the hope, love and faith and joy of Mervyn Kingston and
Richard O’Leary were inescapable. That convinced me.

The Rev. Mervyn Kingston died in August 2013; Pddraigin Ni Uallachdin sang Uirchill an Chreagdin at his
funeral.

Maolcholaim Scott
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info@narrowwaterevents.co.uk 028 417 52520 http://www.narrowwaterevents.co.uk
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Coillteoiri
Naisiunta
na hEireann

Irish National Foresters
National Executive Council

Mar a deir an seanfhocal, ‘Mol an oige agus tiocfaidh si".
Moladh an oige in lur Cinn Trad, agus ta si ag teacht go foill

Aontacht | Naisiuntacht | Flaithidlacht




Scéal Grinn
le Stiofin O Leanndin

Is maith is cuimhin liom na laethanta sin agus Bunscoil an Itir ag brath go huile ‘s go hiomlan
ar dheontais fhanacha 6 thoinsi maoinithe éagstla. Niorbh ionann na laetha sin agus an 14 ata
inniu ann, 6 thaobh airgid de, n6 b’éigean dainn achan phingin a bhailiti ar ar gconlan féin. Ba
mhinic mé ag tiomsu airgid ar son Bhunscoil an Itir i dtrdtha an ama sin chomh maith.

La amhain, thainig mise agus mo dhearthair Ciaran ar an chinneadh go ndéanfadh muid
cartai Nollag a dhearadh, agus go ndiolfadh muid iad. Chum mé iomha Nollaigitil de Halla
an Bhaile, agus Daidi na Nollag ag eitilt os a chionn. Tharraing mo dhearthair pictitr deas le
fear sneachta agus é ina sheasamh amuigh i bpdirc. Nach muidne a bhi brédil astu!

Chuaigh muid beirt a fhad le Coiste na Gaeilge i gComhairle Ceantair an Iair agus Mharn,
agus muid sa t6ir ar chuidit airgeadais leis na cartai a phriontéil. Chuir muid &r bplean i
lathair don choiste, agus mhinigh muid do Dhoiminic O Brolchéin cad é a bhi ar bun againn.
Agus, cad ¢é a duirt seisean ach, “nach bhfuil na cdrtai seo go hiontach, agus iad tarraingthe go maith
ag na pdisti beaga!”

Bhal, d’amharc mé ar Chiaran, agus faoi m’andil dairt mé, “sileann siad go bhfuil siad déanta ag
na pdisti beaga”.

“Nda habair rud ar bith, nd habair”, arsa Ciaran.

Agus ina dhiaidh sin ‘s uile...fuair muid an deontas!

Stiofdin O Leanndin
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Irish National Foresters
John Mitchel Branch
NOG61 1ar Cinn Tra

Molann muid go hard Bunscoil an luir
agus lucht a bunaithe a raibh dasacht
orthu freastal ar Ghaeilgeoiri an ldir
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RECOVERY &
SEAWEED
BATHS

Sports Recovery Session

Recovery is an important part of any training or exercise regime as it gives the
body an opportunity to recuperate and permits time for it to heal itself in
preparation for the next training load.

Sports Recovery circuit includes:

» Air Relax Compression Boots / Shorts

* Cryospa (Ice Bath)

* Hot Tub

* Sauna (Infrared)

+ Stretch Area (Booster pro massage gun, vibrating foam rollers,
acupressure mats, exercise ball)

Sports Recovery Session (50mins - 1hr) - £15.00pp

Membership now available, contact us for details.

Groups will receive DISCOUNT contact us for more information.

Seaweed Baths

Seaweed Baths have many benefits while refreshing us mentally and physically.
For an all-natural experience come along and enjoy a relaxing hot seaweed bath
and Turkish Steam Pod.

Benefits include;

* Eliminates toxins from the body

* Treatment of Psoriasis, Eczema and other skin disorders

* Soothes sore muscles and reduces fatigue

* Eases menopausal discomforts and maintains hormone balance
* General wellbeing and relaxation

Seaweed Bath (1 hour) Single - £25.00 (Includes Turkish Steam Pod)

Seaweed Bath (1 hour) Double - £40.00 (Includes Turkish Steam Pod)

TO BOOK:

Book Now Button on Facebook or send us a PM via Instagram.
Alternatively call us on 028 3005 2085

00

UNIT 3B CAMLOUGH RETAIL PARK, BT35 7GB







GRANITE HOUSE, TEACH EIBHIR,

MARY STREET, BARBIGERDUS BARBERS. SRAID MHUIRE,
NEWRY, B TUR CINN TRA,
BT35 4AA BT35 LAA
@ Jlwige.
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Brendan Pentony
Pentony
Fuels

Your Local Howme Heating Oil Distributor

FON/TEL:
07731530715

07546765678

waa, @a,cﬂa, Buan Bunscoil an ITdin
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EDUCATION
~ IN
IRISH

FOR YOUR

CHILD

GAELSCOILEANNA
AN IUIR AGUS MHORN

o

BUNSCOILAN |

™
oy ©

URR

(Newry and Mourne Group
for Education in Irish)

Primary Education through lrish

86

—
| —



=
@
5
]




88

(
.

'



W

il

i

AN NAISCOIL

b EMERGENCY EXIT
8 KEEP CLEAR

. "':§'

P

S
g

a3
S




90

(
.

'



91

(
.

'






Ciste Cabhrach - Appeal Fund

The following list of businesses and people made donatations to the Bunscoil An Iir
Appeal Fund during November 1995. The total amount to date is £2,760.50
Thank you letters and receipts are now being sent out.

Mr. G. Trainor (Elliot & Trainor)
Mr. S. Mac Dhaibhéid

Mrs. D. M. Frame

Mr. S. Mc Corick

Mr. C. Mac Ateer

Mr. I. O Mealldin

Mrs. R. Traynor

Mr. J. Mathers

Mr. B. Savage

Mr. S. Downey
Armagh/Down Parent's collection
Mr. M. L. White

Mr. G. Coyle

Fitzsimons, Kinney & Mallon
Mr. R. Mc Shane

Mr. S. Murphy

Mr. P. Kehoe

Mr. J. Kehoe

Mr. N. Vallely

Mrs. D. Burke

Dunne's Stores

Mr. J. Murphy

Bunscoil Parents (Raffle)
Friend of Bunscoil

Mr. M. Maguire (Nu-Mac Steel)
Mr. O. Keenan

P & R Motors

Mr. M. Keenan

Mr. J. Mc Parland

Mr. L. Foy

Mrs. P. O Sullivan

Mr. P. Me Stay

Mr. M. White

Mr. T. Quinn

Mr. L Goss

Mr. L. Reilly

Mr. M. Brown

Mr. P. Quinlivan

——

Monaghan Street
Dublin Road
Bessbrook
Newtowncloughe
Newry

Ballybot
Warrenpoint
Newry Bachelors

Monaghan Street
Monaghan Street
Newry

Monaghan Street
Belfast
Monaghan Street
Hill Street
Warrenpoint Road
Patrick Street
Warrenpoint Road
Dublin Road

The Glen

Hill Street

Glen

Newry
Warrenpoint
Newry

Patrick Street

Modern Fireplace
Pound Road
Warrenpoint Road
London

West End
Eurostock Meats
CARS.

Goss Motors
Furniture

Water Street
Italy
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Bunscoil an Iiir - Scoil den Scoth

Aislinn Ni Chiarain is ainm dom. Is iardhalta de chuid Bhunscoil an Itir mé. D’threastail mise ar an scoil nuair
nach raibh ach beirt eile i mo rangsa sna luath 90i. Beidh mé i gcénai buioch de na muinteoiri agus den fhoireann
ar fad sa scoil, gan iadsan ni bheadh na deiseanna céanna agam sa saol, creidim. Cuimhni cinn iontacha agam 6 na
seanlaethanta sna bothdin!

Lean mé orm ag déanamh staidéir ar an Ghaeilge i ndiaidh dom an Bhunscoil agus Mhéanscoil a chriochnt.

Bhain mé céim amach i dTeanga agus Litriocht na Gaeilge in Ollscoil Uladh, Ctil Raithin. Chaith mé bliain i mo
choénai i nGaeltacht Chonamara né is ansin a rinne mé staidéar ar an Ard Diopléma i gCumarsaid Fheidhmeach in
Acadamh na hOllscolaiochta Gaeilge. T4 mé anois ag obair le comhlacht léiridchdin teilifise. Thosaigh mé le
foireann Zoogon i mBéal Feirste i mi an Mharta 2010 mar chantéir 1éiritichdin agus ta mé ag feidhmia anois mar
Léiritheoir ar na tograi éagsula de chuid Zoogon.

Ta oifigi Zoogon anois lonnaithe i nGaeldaras Mhic Ardghail, ta an t-Adh orm bheith lonnaithe ar an Idr agus ag
obair i measc Gaeilgeoiri eile gach 14! T4 mo mhac Eoghan ag freastal ar Bhunscoil an Itir anois & beidh a dhearthair
Cuén da leantint agus ceithre bliana bainte amach aige.

Aislinn Ni Chiardin

Stitirthoir Zoogon Ltd. agus lardhalta Bhunscoil an Iiiir

Is on6ir mhor i Bunscoil an Idir bheith i bParoéiste an Itir.

Sa scoil seo, ta seans ag an aos 6g bheith saite go huile ‘s go hiomlan ina dteanga dhtichais. Thig le pdisti ceithre
bliana d’aois an teanga a fhoghlaim gan str6 i dtimpeallacht na scoile. Ni ghlacann sé i bhfad go dtuigeann an
paiste 6g an teanga agus ni fada go dtig leo an teanga a labhairt go réidh. Is ctis bhréid agus athais i na pdisti a
fheicedil agus iad ag caint go nadurtha ina dteanga dhtchais sa tseomra ranga agus sa chlés imeartha.

Is séiplineach na scoile mé 6 2010. Is bre4 liom bheith ag tabhairt cuairt ar an scoil agus ag bualadh leis an
Phriomhoide, an fhoireann agus ag bualadh isteach ar na ranganna éagsula. Ullmhaionn an fhoireann na paisti
don Chéad Fhaoistin, don Chéad Chomaoineach agus don Chomhneartt i Séipéal Naomh Muire ata lonnaithe
faoi scread asail 6 Bhunscoil an Itir. T4 an t-ullmhtichan ar ardchaighdeédn agus is laethanta ceilitirtha ar scoil iad
laethanta na sacraiminti. Bionn ceol an chéir galdnta i gconai agus bionn seans ag cuid paisti ceol aonair a
sheinm. Bionn bia agus deoch sa scoil do na tuismitheoiri, na seantuismitheoiri agus baill eile na clainne i ndiaidh
Cheilitradh na Sacraiminti. Is laethanta iad a thaitnionn go mér liom.

An Canénach Francis Brown

Séiplineach Bhunscoil an Iiiir

Agus ar mbunscoil faoi 14n seoil, agus an ghaelscolaiocht faoi bhlath ar fud an tuiscirt, ni mér dainn cuimhne a
dhéanamh orthu sitid a throid go dian is go diograiseach ar ar son chun oideachas tri Ghaeilge a chur ar fail
ddinn san Itr. Mar phobal, tdimid go moér faoi chomaoin acu.

O laethanta fuara sna bothain chuig compérd an fhoirgnimh tir, bhain mé sult as achan 14 ar an bhunscoil. Inniu,
nuair a chuirtear ceist orm, “Ca bhfuair tt do chuid Gaeilge?”, is ctiis mhoér bhréid i nuair a deirim gur iarscolaire
de chuid Bhunscoil an Itir mé.

An Dr Cathal Mac Dhaibhéid
Baile Atha Cliath
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I mi Mheédn an Fhomhair 1992 a thainig mise chuig Itdr Cinn Tra. Bhi post bliana faighte agam i Naiscoil an Itir.
Bhi Conallach eile ar an fhoireann ag an am sin - Néra Ni Raghallaigh né Noéra 6g Frainc Chonaill. Thosaigh
Maria Nic Fhearchair, iar-phriomhoide na Bunscoile ar an 14 chéanna. Bhi mé féin agus Noéra sa Naiscoil agus
Siobhan Nic Siacais agus Maria mar bheirt mhdinteoiri ar an Bhunscoil. Bhi laethanta ar déigh againn leis na
péisti is deise agus is briomhaire in Itir Cinn Tra. Go maire Bunscoil an Idir an céad.

Brid Ni Rabhartaigh

Bunscoil an Idir is a very special place for me, my husband Brian and my two daughters Eimear and Deirdre. I
visited it as a parent every day over a 12-year period, beginning in the portacabin and graduating to the beautiful
new building. I also had a memorable return to Bunscoil as Minister for Education. Go maire sibh an céad.

Caitriona Ruane

I am proud to say I have been associated with Bunscoil an Itir for about twenty years, in earlier days as a
fundraiser and promoter of the Irish Language. When I joined Council in 2001, all Newry Councillors were
initially appointed to the Bunscoil Committee, and I am happy to have stayed the distance becoming a Governor
when appointments were made by the Education and Library Board and latterly by the E.A. It was a privilege to
serve at one time as Chairperson of the Board of Governors. The school has come through some difficult times in
the past, but all involved down through the years need to be congratulated for working tirelessly to promote
education through the medium of the Irish Language. The Bunscoil is a marvelous work in progress - it is a
pleasure to be part of their journey.

Charlie Casey (Board of Governors)

Chuaigh mo thaithi scoile i mBunscoil an Idir go mér i bhfeidhm ar mo shaol féin, ar bhealach dearfach. D’oscail
sé doirse dom in earndil na muinteoireachta ar fud an domhain, né ta seal caite agam mar mhainteoir sa
Mheéanoirthear agus anois, is muinteoir Gaelscoile mé i mBun Cranncha, i gCo. Dhtin na nGall. Is mé ata buioch
gur tégadh le Gaeilge mé.

Ba mhaith liom mo bhuiochas a ghabhail le seanfhondiri na scoile, iar-mhainteoiri de mo chuid agus na
tuismitheoiri diograiseacha tad a chuir beart le briathar. Mo cheol iad!

Colm Mac Eoin

Ba é bunt Bhunscoil an Itir an fhorbairt ba mhoé a rinneadh i ndul chun cinn na Gaeilge sa cheantar seo sa dara
cuid den fhichit haois. Ba éacht é nuair a chuimhnitear nach raibh ach Gaelscoil amhain sa Tuaisceart roimhe
sin, Bunscoil Bhéthar Seoighe i mBéal Feirste.

Molaim bunaitheoiri na scoile, na muinteoiri, na tuismitheoiri a chuir a gcuid muinine sa scoil agus a gcuid paisti
chuici, as an éacht a rinne siad i dteannta a chéile fiche bliain 6 shin.

Ag an am sin druideadh a lan doirse rompu agus b’éigean troid ar son achan rud a bhi ar fail gan ceist ag
scoileanna Béarla.

Anois an t-am le coiscéim eile a thogail agus scoil dr ar shuiomh tr a chinntiti do na blianta atd romhainn. T4 an
t-am ann chuige. Déanaimis é.

Dominic Bradley

Déanaim comhghairdeas 6 chroi le Bunscoil an Idir agus traoslaim 1éi an t-éacht atd déanta aici 6na chéad la. Is i
Bunscoil an Itir bunchloch na hathbheochana i gceantar an Idir agus ta ar dtacaiocht tuillte aici anois agus sa
todhchai. Ba chéir ddinn uilig dirit isteach ar fhoirgneamh nua a fhéil di, ta sé sin de dhith thar aon ni eile. T4
mise go pearsanta réidh cibé rud is ga a dhéanamh leis an fhis a fhioradh. Guim bail 6 Dhia agus gach rath ar na
daltai, ar an fhoireann, agus ar na tuismitheoiri don todhchai.

Justin McNulty MLA
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Bunscoil an Idir is an educational gem in the very heart of Newry. From humble beginnings, it has blossomed
and provides top quality Irish medium education for all who want to avail of it. It is a true community school
and is pivotal to the Irish language revival in the wider Newry area. I commend the achievements of its pupils
and Staff, past and present, and the parents who, for over three decades, have appreciated the advantages of
additive bilingualism and have chosen Irish medium primary education for their children. Guim gach rath ar
Bhunscoil an Itir don todhchai.

Liz Kimmons MLA

Té mo chroi istigh sa Ghaeilge mar a bhi amhlaidh i gcénai. Ritheann sé
liom agus le m’fhear chéile go minic agus beirt phaisti dar gcuid ag tnath
le bheith i Rang 1 gur orainn até an t-adh dearg. Mar dhaltai i mBunscoil
an Iair, gheobhaidh ar ngirsigh nfos mé né oideachas amhdin, mar gur
cuid de phobal croitil failteach na Gaeilge anois iad, agus beidh an teanga
lainn seo le cluinstin thart orthu agus iad ar scoil agus sa

bhaile. Gabhaim buiochas leis na bunaitheoiri créga as an éacht iontach a
rinne siad don phobal 4ititdil agus le foireann iomlan na scoile as an obair
leantinach a dhéanann siadsan.

Tir gan Ghaelscolaiocht, tir gan teanga.

Louise Smith
Bainisteoir Aonad na Gaeilge - Comhairle Ceantair an Iiiir, Mhiirn agus an Diiin

Tuigtear don té a bhionn ag plé le gluaiseacht na Gaeilge a dheacra agus a dhiislanai is a bhionn sé daoine a
mhealladh chuig ranganna, iad a spreagadh le cul chun na Gaeltachta né an teanga a chur chun cinn i measc an
ghnathphobail. In amanna, &fach, cuirtear cor sa chinnitiint, agus tagann pobal teanga chun cinn go nadurtha.
Molaim go hard na bunaitheoiri agus na tuismitheoiri créga sin a chonaic an fhis sin da gcuid paisti agus an
Ghaeilge larnach inti. Gura fada buan Bunscoil an Itir!

Dr Niall Comer
Léachtéir le Gaeilge/ Lecturer in Irish, Ollscoil Uladh/ Ulster University

Iar-Uachtardn Chonradh na Gaeilge

Sa scoilbhliain 2022-23 beidh 110 paiste ag freastal ar Bhunscoil an Iair agus léirionn sé seo an dul chun cinn
iontach ata déanta ag an scoil le blianta fada anuas. Tagann na paisti seo 6 dheisceart Chontae an Dtin, 6
dheisceart Ard Mhacha agus 6 Chathair an Itir. Chomh maith leis sin, ta breis agus 15 ar fhoireann na scoile agus
is cuis bréid dainn uilig a oibrionn anseo, na paisti a theiceail ag teacht ar scoil gach 14 ag caint le chéile i
nGaeilge, ag stigradh le chéile i nGaeilge agus ag foghlaim i nGaeilge.

T& pobal na scoile s’againne iontach laidir chomh maith
agus oibrionn muid uilig le chéile, tuisti, gobharnéiri,
baill foirne, i gcomhphairt, le cinntit go bhfuil muid i
gconai ag taisteal sa treo chéanna sa déigh is go mbeidh
ardchaighdean oideachais curtha ar fail do phaisti na
scoile agus go bhfuil an Ghaeilge ag fas agus ag
forbairt sa cheantar.

T4 muid muinineach agus tégtha faoi thodhchai na
scoile agus faoi thodhchai na Gaeilge in Idir Cinn Tra
agus ta muid uilig ag dail go moér leis na blianta fais ata
o0s ar gcomhair.

Niall Loughran

Priomhoide Bhunscoil an Iiiir
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Is maith is cuimhin liom an chéad uair a chuaigh mise isteach i mBunscoil an Idir chun daltai 6 Rang a Seacht a
chur faoi Scradt an Fhainne Airgid. Bhi iontas an domhain orm cé chomh liofa is a bhi na paisti 6ga seo. Ba léir
dom go raibh siad compordach agus iad ag labhairt ina dteanga dhtchasach.

Beidh ar mbuiochas tuillte go deo ag na muinteoiri 6 Bhunscoil an Itir, ina measc Muinteoir Maria agus
Muinteoir Sian. Ba 1éir dom 6n tts go raibh a gcroithe istigh sa Ghaeilge.

Bhi sé de phribhléid agam an Féinne Airgid a bhronnadh ar na daltai gach bliain, sular fhag siad slén leis an
Bhunscoil agus thug aghaidh ar Mheanscoil né ar Scoil Ghramadai.

Deirtear gur “Tts Maith Leath na hOibre’.

Dar liomsa go raibh ts maith ag gach dalta i mBunscoil an Itir.

Réisin Traynor

Bheadh bunaitheoiri Bhunscoil an Itir an-bhréddil. Ta an
scoil anois 33 bliain d'aois agus ag fés bliain i ndiaidh
bliana, le nios mé né 100 dalta anois sa scoil.

Nuair a thug daoine mar Dheirdre de Frama, nach
maireann, Maolcholaim Scott agus Liam Baxter faoin trit
Gaelscoil a bhunt 6 thuaidh in 1989, ba thogra ddshlanach
é. O shin, t4 éachtai bainte amach ag an scoil, agus na
céadta ag caint Gaeilge i gceantar an Itir mar gheall uirthi,
a bhui leis na daoine uilig a chuidigh leo ar an turas sin -
an tlar-phriomhoide Maria Nic Fhearchair, an tlar-
Chathaoirleach Bernadette Nic Cathmhaoil, nach
maireann, agus a gcomharbai reatha Niall O Luachrain
agus Brian McKinley san aireamh.

Ba mhaith liom gach rath a ghui orthu agus iad ag tabhairt aghaidh ar an chéad ré eile i saol na scoile.
Sedn O Coinn

Priomhfheidhmeannach Fhoras na Gaeilge

D’fhreastail m’inion Réisin ar Bhunscoil an Itir sna néchaidi, le linn luathbhlianta na scoile. Bhain si idir shult
agus leas as a laethanta scoile ansin, agus bhi si ar a sdiimhin s6 sna ranganna.

Ba phaiste citiin { ag an am sin, ach tugadh muinin agus uchtach di, agus ta si thar a bheith féinmhuinineach
anois d4 bharr.

Fuair si oideachas bunscoile den chéad scoth agus i ndiaidh di a haistear meanscoile a chur di, chaith si seal dha
bhliain ar an ollscoil thall i Learpholl. Ta post maith aici anois in Otharlann Chnoc na Néinini, agus ta a croi
istigh sa Ghaeilge go f6ill.

Stiofin O Leanndin
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Naiscoil an Itdir - Mo Thuras

Bhal, seo mo scéalsa f4 mo thuras ar Naiscoil an Idir. Bhi mise i mo sheasamh sa chisteanach i
Rann na Feirste nuair a shitil isteach Malcolm Scott, t4 mé déanamh gur sa bhliain 1987 n6
1988, nil mé iontach cinnte. Chuir sé ceist orm an mbeadh suim agam bheith ag obair le paisti
agus ag tabhairt Gaeilge daofa ar an Naiscoil a bhi sé ag toiseacht thuas in Iar Cinn Tra. An
chéad fheagra a thug mise air, dairt mé nach mbeadh suim agam ann né ni raibh mise riamh
ag obair le pdisti, ach an freagra a thug Malcolm, moraim, n4 go raibh aithne aige orm le
blianta agus gur thug sé faoi deara go raibh déigh mhaith agam le paisti. I ndiaidh tamaill
bhig ag smaointiua air, dar liom féin gur dheas, b’fthéidir, rud inteacht eile a dhéanamh in &it
bheith [ag] cécarail. D'imigh mé liom ansin go Baile Atha Cliath agus rinne mé ctrsa i mBaile
Atha Cliath le cleachtadh a thabhairt dom bheith ag obair i Naiscoilteacha, agus shuigh

mé ansin agallamh thuas in Iar Cinn Tra. Ta mé ag déanamh gur frid ‘Manpower’, mas buan
mo chuimhne, a fostaiodh mise ar dtus.

Ar theacht go hltr Cinn Tra dom, bhi teach leagtha amach dom. Bhi an teach sin sa trit
hascaill in sna Doiri Beaga. Thosaigh mé ag obair ansin in Ascaill Ui Néill, agus ar an chéad la
caithfidh mé a ra go raibh mé fianta agus iontach neirbhiseach, ach casadh Maureen Patterson
orm ansin la né beirt roimhe sin agus thosaigh mé féin agus Maureen agus chuaigh muid
amach le troscan agus uisce agus gaineamh agus achan rud a raibh muid dbalta smaointit air
a mbeadh suim ag pdisti beaga iontu. Chuaigh an chéad 1a go hiontach maith agus bhain mé
sult fidnta maith as, agus bhi sé ag dul ar aghaidh ansin ar feadh bliana go direach, bhi an
Naiscoil ansin 1éi féin ar feadh bliana thuas in Ascaill Ui Néill gur thosaigh an Bhunscoil, agus
thosaigh an Bhunscoil ansin thuas i dteach Teresa agus Raymond Carroll, agus bhog an
Naiscoil 6 Ascaill Ui Néill go Srdid na Cille Méire, bliain go leith ina dhiaidh sin, ta mé ag
déanambh, nuair a bhi Rang a hAon agus Rang a D6 istigh sa Bhunscoil agus rudai ag dul go
maith, agus an mainteoir an t-am sin na Gearoéidin.

Is iomai géire a bhain na paisti [asam] - sin an chuimhe is mé agus is fearr atd agam fan
Naiscoil: na paisti agus iad go soineanta ionraic, agus t4 cuimhne agam ar dhuine beag
amhdin acu ag insint dom go raibh madadh beag aici agus go raibh si ag dul a thabhairt Néra
mar ainm ar an mhadadh. Ansin, bhi cailin beag a bhi ag teacht isteach chugam an chéad
bhliain, bhi muid in Ascaill Ui Néill an t-am sin go f6ill, agus bhi girseach bheag ag teacht
isteach agus ni raibh si ag caint ar chor ar bith liom agus ni raibh si ag tabhairt freagra ar bith
agus ni raibh si ag glacadh pairt, ‘s bhi mé féin ag éiri rud beag buartha né dairt a mathair go
raibh si dbalta bheith ag caint sa bhaile agus go mbeadh craic agus cuideachta aisti ina ham
féin. Is maith mo chuimhne an 14 nuair a bhi muid indr suf thart ‘s muid ag déanamh ‘Rannta
agus Danta’, agus thainig sise chugam agus chuir si a lamha thart ar mo chluas, agus amach as
a dhath ar bith thosaigh agus duirt si liom, “Cnag ar an doras agus féach isteach, tog an laiste s
siuiil isteach, suigh ar an stol agus bi ag ol, cad é mar atd tii ar maidin?” Bhi si aici 6 bhun go barr,
agus bhi mé chomh broéduil aisti agus, Avril a bhi uirthi, agus nior stad Avril ag caint 6n 14 sin
go dti an 14 inniu. Ta Avril ina bean anois agus chuaigh mac Avril go dti an Bhunscoil, td4 mé
ag déanamh go bhfuil sé féin réidh leis an Bhunscoil, sin an méid blianta - sin thart f4 33 bliain
6 shin, an chéad uair a thainig mise go hlar Cinn Tra!

Bhain mé i gconai sult as pdisti agus td mé ag déanamh gur rud iontach tdbhachtach é ligean
do phaisti bheith ina bpaisti agus ligean daofa pearsantacht s’acu féin a bheith acu agus ligean
daofa bheith crosta corruair agus ligean daofa labhairt amach agus cumhacht a thabhairt
daofa, go dtig leo rudai a dhialta ‘s go dtig leofa “No” a r4 nuair a bhionn sé féirsteanach daofa

99

——
| —



agus guth bred laidir a thabhairt do phaisti, agus meas a thabhairt do phaisti - an meas céanna
a thabhairt do phaisti agus a thugann ta do dhuine fasta. FAgann sé sin paiste atd dbalta bheith
laidir ann/inti féin ata dbalta amharc ina dhiaidh/diaidh féin. T4 cuimhne agam la amhain
eile nuair a bhi mé ag déanamh dathanna leo agus td mé ag déanamh gur ‘glas’ an dath a bhi
muid 4 theagasc an la sin, agus duirt mise leis an tachran seo, “le do thoil, imigh anois agus faigh
cathaoir ghlas dom”. Chuaigh sé thart agus thart agus ansin dairt sé, “I can’t see no cathaoir ‘glas
dom’ [dubh]”.

Ahh, bhi cuid mhér rudai beaga greannmhara ansin. Théinig gastr beag eile isteach chugam,
mac Ursula, 1a amhdin agus ni raibh sé ach tri bliana agus duirt sé liomsa, “Noéra”, ‘s duirt mise
1" o R4

Cad é?”.

Duirt sé liom, “Cad é an Ghaeilge atd ar ‘autopsy’?”

Is é a duirt mise nd, “aw, bhfuil a fhios agat, ni bheidh muid buartha fd sin inniu!” Bhain sé sin
gdire asam fosta.

T4 cuimhne agam ar shamhlaiocht na bpdisti fosta, go mbeadh a samhlaiocht fianta fianta
laidir ag na paisti beaga, ‘s mar a dairt mé ma thugann tt spas daofa t4 paisti speisialta. Ta
péisti ionraic ‘s ta siad soineanta ach nios mé na soineanta t4 siad ionraic, agus t4 mé ag
déanambh corruair go milleann muid é sin ar phdisti. Ach, sea, ta cuimhni iontach deas mar sin
agam agus td mé ag déanamh nuair a t4 ta ina tri bliana gur sin b’théidir an t-am is laidre ata
ta - ta ta réidh don domhan mhoér agus ta tad neamhspledch agus t4 ta ag caint amach agus ta
ta gnoéthach agus nil ag sui ar do théin!

Bhi muid gan airgead, mar a bhi riamh, an t-am sin agus bhi muid rud beag buartha nuair a
fuair an Bhunscoil aitheantas, ach ni bhfuair an Naiscoil riamh aitheantas, a fhad ‘s a bhi mise
ansin ar scor ar bith. Ag cuartt airgid an t-am ar fad agus ag cuartt deontas a bhi muid, agus
bhi muid i gcénai buartha fa airgead. T4 sé sin trom ar dhuine até fostaithe, agus go gcaithfidh
ta féin bheith pairteach i gcruinnithe do do phad, ach sin raite, is iomai la craice a bhi againn
amuigh leis na buicéid agus amuigh ag cruinnia airgid le Gael Linn agus ag na cluichi peile
agus a mhacasamhail sin. Ach sea, tig leis sin tarraingt cuid mhor ar do mheon féin.

Bhi mo chroi istigh sa Bhunscoil fosta, agus sa Naiscoil, cionn is go raibh muid neamhspleach
6 chreideamh. Thiocfadh le creideamh ar bith ar chor ar bith a raibh suim agat ann a bheith
agat, n6 gan creideamh ar bith a bheith agat, agus mar a dairt mé sin seans eile ag daoine
bheith 4balta fas iontu féin, td mé ag déanamh. Bhi ddil mhér agam go raibh muid
‘interdenominational’ né ‘idirchreidmheach’. Creidim go raibh sé sin iontach tdbhachtach agus
go speisialta do Ghaelscoil né go minic bionn dearcadh ag daoine go dtéann an Ghaeilge le
taobh amhdin den phobal, ‘s chan leis an taobh eile. TaA mé ag déanamh nuair a osclaionn tt
suas mar sin €, agus nuair a fhadgann ta creideamh ag an doras go dtugann sé motht nios
foscailte do dhaoine bheith dbalta theacht.

Cé gur minic nach raibh moéran troscain againn agus b’fthéidir go raibh muid gann i bhfoinsi
foghlama, bhi muid i gcénai abalta muid féin a chur chun tosaigh agus bheith leis na péisti
agus cuideachta né paca cartai a thabhairt linn agus is iomai rud a thig leat a dhéanamh le
paca cdrtai: dathanna agus uimhreacha agus an cuntas, mar shampla. Mar sin, corruair nuair
atd ta gann in diseanna teagaisc, go mbionn d’intinn nios gaiste ag smaointit 1éi féin agus cé
gur corruair go mbeifea ag smaointit, ‘Oh yeah, nir dheas go mbeadh é seo agus ¢ sitid againn’, bhi
muid bred dbalta agus spas an rud is maith le paisti, agus le daoine eile, is maith leo spas agus
bhi i gconai spds againn agus cé go raibh muid ag roinnt ansin seomra béal dorais le Rang a
hAon agus Rang a D¢, t4 mé ag déanamh go ndeachaigh sé suas go Rang a Tri, bhi i gcénai
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spas againn. An t-am sin, bhi tt dbalta dul amach fa choinne sitaléide, agus nuair a bhi muid
thuas in Ascaill Ui Néill, ba ghnach linn dul thart ar na tithe, thart ar an tsraid agus bheadh
muid ag sial ar an chosan agus bheadh muid ag cuntas buidéal bainne agus bheadh muid ag
cuntas blathanna agus ag amharc ar na huimhreacha a bheadh ar an doras agus d"imigh cuid
mhor de sin le rialacha a thainig isteach, go gcaithfidh duine amhain bheith le gach 2 phdisti,
agus thainig cuid mhor rialacha isteach a thug cuid mhér saoirse mar sin ar shitl, go speisialta
6 réamhscolaiochta. D’éirigh na rialacha iontach dian agus go minic ni raibh t 4balta a ra
“right, rachaidh muid amach fa choinne siiloide, rachaidh muid ag cuntas go bhfeicfidh muid cd mhéad
lus an chromchinn a fheiceann muid inniu”.

Bhi mo chroi istigh fosta, ag tabhairt pdisti ar shidl ar turas agus thug mé faoi deara go raibh
cuid mhoér acu nach raibh méran riamh ar an traein, cionn is gur istigh sa chathair in Itar Cinn
Tré [a raibh cénai orthu], agus go raibh carranna ag a dtuismitheoiri agus a mhacasamhail sin,
so ba ghnéch linn an traein a fhail agus dul suas ‘s anuas go Béal Feirste agus ni dhearna muid
a dhath i mBéal Feirste ach sui sa chaifé a bhi i mBéal Feirste agus anuas linn. Ba é an rud ba
mho ar bhain na paisti sult as na an traein é féin. Fosta, baineadh an sult sin ar shidal nuair a
d’éirigh rialacha agus achan rud iontach dian agus cinnte go bhfuil sé iontach tabhachtach
paisti a choinnedil sabhdilte agus t4 sé iontach tabhachtach bheith caramach le gach rud a
dhéanann ta ach corruair, thig leat bheith tachta le rialacha. T4 mise ag déanamh gur dha
chloigeann dhéag a thosaigh in Ascaill Ui Néill linn, agus bhi sé aisteach bheith ag caint i
nGaeilge le pdisti beaga agus iad ag amharc ort go minic agus gan iad ag tuigbhedil méran cad
é a bhi 4 ra agat, agus ansin mar a dairt mé bhi muid abalta muid féin le pictidir agus le
puipéid agus le pictidir a tharraingt agus le cuid mhor nodanna beaga eile a thabhairt do
phaéisti cad é a raibh muid ag caint air. Thainig an tuigbhéail go brea gasta agus ansin, corruair
nuair a rachadh an tachran isteach i Rang a hAon thart f4 am na Samhna, a bheadh na
tuismitheoiri ag insint, “ahh, yeah, go raibh siad ag caint i nGaeilge agus an Ghaeilge uile o léir a
d’fhoghlaim siad” agus bheifed ag smaointid, “oh yeah, bhi siad againne dhd bhliain roimh ré!”
Ansin, déarfadh tuismitheoiri go minic, rud a shil mé a bhi i gcénai iontach suimidil, gur
bhred leis na paisti beaga bheith ag ceol na rann agus na ndénta iad féin, a fhad is a bhi siad,
b’théidir, san tholcadan leo féin né i rith na hoiche. Ta cuimhne agam ctpla tuismitheoir & ra
liom go raibh an péiste beag s’acusan ag caint ina gcodladh agus gur ag caint i nGaeilge a bhi
siad, gur focail Ghaeilge a bhi ag teacht amach astu.

So, sin moraim, a bhfuil a fhios agam, gur bhain mé an-sult as agus gur thug mé faoi deara go
raibh na tuismitheoiri a bhi ag iarraidh agus ag cuartt oideachais da bpadisti, go ndearna siad
cuid mhor oibre agus ag teacht as Rann na Feirste, bhi sé sin cineal againn, gan barraiocht
troda a dhéanambh ar a shon. Rinne na tuismitheoiri agus na htidérais obair mhillteanach lena
leithéid de rud a thoiseacht.

Scéal beag eile...bhi Peadar Mac Muiris, td mé ag déanamh go raibh muid istigh sa Bhunscoil,
an ait a bhfuil si suite anois. Bhi muid istigh ansin ag an am agus bhi Peadar Mac Muiris istigh
againn ag cruinniti n6 rud inteacht agus ni raibh sé cinnte c4 raibh an leithreas agus bhi cailin
beag ag teacht trasna an halla, Raquelle t4 mé ag déanamh a bhi uirthi, agus dairt sé,
“Raquelle, cd bhfuil an leithreas?” “O anois”, a duirt si, “ gabh isteach frid an doras sin agus an chéad
doras ar do lamh chlé, sin an leithreas”. Agus ta cuimhne agam Peadar Mac Muiris ag teacht
isteach agus é thuas san aer le bréd go raibh tachran beag nach raibh Gaeilge ar bith sa teach
abalta na treoracha sin a thabhairt d6 chomh maith agus a thug si. Go f6ill, nuair a fheicim an
muintir 6g, bionn bréd orm fosta go ndeachaigh si frid an choras agus go raibh sé mar ondir
agamsa bheith acu an chéad chupla bliain a bhi siad sa tumoideachas.

Bunaithe ar chomhrd le Nora Ni Raghallaigh

101

——
| —









A Ty o™ <
J SN —
e — ¥,

,.\Vf. 5 cﬁ@l o

SN - }i‘%ﬂ \_.n‘a.‘.vlr». & .




3
Py W 5,

»
WAL 2 Y %

£ £ ‘Z nY o
N - - Sy
2t i by
% 'y 1 4

|

€
¢
.
‘.;,_;

|

™9 MA

,F”ﬁq

-




]
)

106

(
.







108

(
.

'



i

)

60 Donegall Street
Belfast / Beal Feirste

o) [

TS R Y 1))

Making Your Day

@neighbourhood.cafe



[\
N

|l

110

——
| —



m‘ |||||||]jl!'ii.
i’ ,’l',w;,umu,ﬂ

d .,mmumu‘ il

O

N

111

,_

=

—
—






THE

Elliott-Trainor

PARTNERSHIP
SOLICITORS

v&% =l T
i 01, 40 o

CAIRDE SA CHUIRT O 1982

The Elliott-Trainor Partnership has provided Legal Services since its

founding Partners Margaret Elliott and Gerard Trainor formed a

Partnership in 1982. The firm aims to provide clients with an

efficient and professional service and always to provide advice
which is in the best interests of our clients.

Ag tacu le foilseachdin
Chraobh an Iiiir
de Chomhaltas Uladh
le breis is 30 bliain

3 DOWNSHIRE ROAD, NEWRY, CO. AN DUIN, BT34 1EE FON: 028 30268116




